AIRC Festival
Well where do we start , so much happens over the annual riding club festival weekend in terms of competition, results and fun there is so much to mention.

The annual AIRC festival is a weekend where riding club members and their other halves/ family etc. don’t dare to mark anything else in the diary other than the festival, holidays, weddings and family events even get put on hold that weekend.

A large contingent of regional members made the trip down to Stradbally with everything packed from their horse to tents, toilet paper and musical instruments! 

This weekend is a jam packed weekend with over 70 classes taking place over two days. This year the region dominated many sections and disciplines over the two days.

Dressage

Primary – The primary qualifers were split into two sections with the top riders battling it out in the championship in the afternoon.  Ashbrook’s Jenny Darley and Feel no Shame won section 1 on 74% and also won the final on 70.67% , 4% ahead of 2nd place.  Margaret Mallen and Cloncaw Smartie was 4th in the Qualifer  Section 1 and fellow club member Carmel Finnegan and Dee Girl 4th in Section 2, Eimear O’Rourke with FCD Something Special from Ashbrook were also placed 5th in Section 2.

Advanced Primary – this class due to it’s popularity was split into 4 sections with Castle Hill’s Dayna Curtis and Ambassadoe Jones winning section 3 on 74.74%, Dayna went on to win the championship class on 70.79% . Other fellow regional members were also placed in the qualifers – Declan Gaffney, Tracey McKeown & Sharon McKeever

Intermeidate

Ashbrook’s Jennifer Cowley won section two on 77.09% highest score in this class and went on to take 2nd place in the Champinoship.  Orlaith Frawley, Claire Sherwin, Olivia Foley and Laura Finnegan were also placed in the qualifying classes.

Open – Ashbrook’s Michael Moore and his grey mare Guaranteed Gold were 6th in the qualifier and went on to being placed 2nd in the Championship achieving a score of 69.38%

Novice/Expert pairs

In this class Claudine Kerr teamed up with her cousin to take 3rd Place and previous regional secretary Lisa McLaughlin joined up with fellow member and expert dressage judge Michael Moore to take 6th place.

Young Horse

John Gavine and Skreenmore Dance from Ashbrook picked up 5th place in this class showcasing up and coming young horse talent and acehived a score of 65.79%

Musical Ride

The musical ride took place on Saturday afternoon ,beside the showing rings rather than in the next county by the dressage arenas and some people may have thought their eyes were deceiving them and they had ended up on a scene from Sister Act as Killossery’s Laura Glynn and fellow Killossery members were seen doning habits and rosary beads, but they were not mistaken this sister act along with Whoopi Goldberg aka. Sharon Ferrari went on to win the Musical Ride having put on a very well ceorgrpahered and rehearsed routine.  Whoopi was joined by fellow sisters of God – Jackie Layng, Lisa Kennedy, Lynzie Ritchie, Patricia Leonard and Yvonne Hughes.

The teenage mutant ninja turtles – Michaelangeo, Donatello, Raphael and Leonardo were also in residence in the form of Milestone Lodge quarto Ciara Wynne, Lisa Daly, Orlaith Frawley & Sasika Ruiter finished 4th.
Showjumping

The Advanced Primary teams saw Castle Hill finishing 4th and Cheval 5th and Castle Leslie 9th , all teams finishing on 8th faults.

Intermediate – In this class Deridre Arthur from Broadmeadow’s were 6th and Orlaith Frawley from Milestone Lodge 10th and in the Advanced Intermeidate Castle Hill’s Jill Meegan was 10th.

In the Advanced Intermeidate Power and Speed this class was mostly dominated by the region taking 1st, 5th, 8th & 10th placings. Laura Carrick who needs no introduction was 1st with My Foxy Lass clear in a time of 44.30.

In the Open class Border Counties Rosemary Bellew was 6th and in the Advanced Open Class Boyneside’s Sara Cluskey was 2nd. And in the Open Power & Speed Killossery’s Orla Cassidy and Versace Biscuit were 3rd.

In the Vetran Rider class where most of the riders don’t actually look like veterans and they would nearly have to show their passports to prove otherwise David Breakey from Castle Lelie was 1st and Yvonne Hughes from Killossery were 3rd. This class is open to all grades and is run against optimum time.

Showing

Kevin McGuinness & Louise Duffy had a very busy day on the Saturday judging numerous showing classes. 

The region had numeous placings in the showing classes all divisions, types, weights etc.  In the Heaveyweight Cob class Susan Fenlon from Copperfield was 2nd with Monty Santa Cruise and Claire Sherwin from Kilronan with Feidhlim were 2nd in the Maxi Cob and going on to take Reserve Champion.

Broadmeadows Henrietta Nish and Abbeville April Flight took Reserve Mare Champion aswell as taking 2nd in the Small hunter and Reserve champion small hunter.
In the Veteran Horse Showing a new edition to the schedule this year Louise Somers and the well know Blue Peter’s Pride were 2nd represnting Kilronan.

The Region dominated the Performance Hunter Classes over the entire weekend taking top placings in most classes.

In the Primary Performance Hunter Ashbrook’s Jenny Darley took 1st with Killossery’s Jessica Harley 2nd. In the Advanced Primary class Castle Hill’s Mary Duff took 1st with Castle Leslie’s Sharon McKeever taking 2nd and in the Intermeidate Performance hunter where the top 25 riders went through to the Intermeidate Working Hunter class on the Sunday Boyneside’s Jane Richardson took 2nd.

Now back to Sunday where the weather turned into a bit of a washout which has been the norm for at least one day of the festival for previous years.

Dressage

Team Dressage the Ashbrook team of Jenny Darkely, John Gavin, Mags Aughney and Micahel Moore finished 4th.

In the Prix Caprilli Jenny Darley who at this stage probably needed a wheelbarrow for all her rosettes and prizes took 1st place in the Primary section and Sharon McKeever took 2nd in the Advanced Primary section. In the intermediate section Deidre Arthure took 1st place.  In the advanced open section Henrietta Nish on her other mount Mystic Megan took 1st place.

Showjumping 

In the team showjumping challenge Castle Lesslie took 2nd place and the intermediate teams Castle Leslie were placed 3rd & 5th. There was a huge contingent from Castle Leslie at the event and they set up their own tented village and had 30 mouths to feed each night – human mouths that is ontop of the equine mouths!

In the Primary class the regional were 1st, 3rd, 4th, 6th, 8th which was a fantasic result with Jessica Harley adding another 1st place to her collection. In the Advanced primary section Sharon McKeever added another roseetee to her collection taking 2nd place. And in the intermediate Power & Speed Jim Brown and Jack and Jones were 3rd.

In the Advanced intermediate take your own line Brian Cassidy was 1st, Jill Meegan 2nd and Larua Carrick 4th, again showcasing the high standard of our advanced intermeatie riders in our region.

The region took 1st and 2nd in the Arab class with Slane & Balrath’s Sian Webb taking 1st and Cheval’s Karen Gibney taking 2nd.

In the Introduction to Showing Rachel Wade was making her riding club debut and took 2nd place  with the Dark Knight and the region also took 4th, 5th and 6th placings in this class.

Working hunter – again was dominated by our regional members. In the intermediate Claire Sherwin from Kilronan was 3rd and in the 4 & 5 year olds Martin King with Portia from Canada represnting Milestone Lodge made his trip down to stradbally worthwhile taking 1st place.  And in the Advanced Inter/Open section the region took 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th spots with Jennifer Cowley and Black Ard will tiaking 2nd.

In the Primary Riding Club Horse  which is an obstacle course of le-trec tasks.  Joanne Corrigan and her traditional Irish Cob Dukes Alife took home the red with Deirdre Lawler taking 2nd. And in the Advanced Primary section Dayna Curtis was 2nd with Ambassador Jones.

Regional Festival Results by Club

Ashbrook

Jenny Darley 
 
Feel no Shame  


1st Primary Dressage S.1 
1st Primary Championship

1st Primary Performance Hunter

1st Primary Prix Caprilli

3rd Primary Showjumping

Eimear O’Rourke  
FCD Something Special

5th Primary Dressage S.2 

Jennifer Cowley
Black Ard Will


1st Intermediate Dressage S.2









4th Intermediate Prix Caprilli









2nd AI/O/AO Working Hunter

Michael Moore
Guaranteed Gold


6th Open Dressage  

2nd Championship

6th Novice/Expert Dressage Pairs

Lisa McLaughling
Foxfield’s Rumba


6th Novice/Expert Dressage Pairs

John Gavin

Skreenmor Dancer


5th Young Horse Dressage




Foxfield’s Rumba


4th Ex-Racehorse Showing

Dearbhaile Fitzsimons
Erin Son of Mabel

5th Intermeidate Power & Speed

4th Dressage Team Challenge – Jenny Darley, John Gavin, Mags Aughney, Michael Moore
Broadmeadow

Deirdre Arthur

MacBee



6th Intermediate SJ

Sarah Logan

Take a Look



10th Adv.Intermeidate Power & Speed

Henrietta Nish

Abbeville April Flight


2nd Small Hunter, Reserve Mare Champ.









Small Hunter Res. Champ

Henrietta Nish

Mystic Megan



4th Small Riding Horse









1st Advanced Open Dressage

Riikka Soininen
Jameson Joker



5th Primary Prix Caprilli









8th Primary Showjumping

Border Counties

Margaret Mallen  
Cloncaw Smartie


4th Primary Dressage  
S.1

Carmel Finnegan  
Dee Girl



4th Primary Dressage S.2 

Laura Finnegan
Dee Girl



3rd Intermediate Dressage S.3

Rosemary Bellew
Cloncaw Chief


6th Open SJ

Gay Keenan

Mr.Chat



5th Advanced Primary RC Horse

Boyneside

Sara Cluskey

Commanche Rose


2nd Advanced Open SJ









4th AI/O/AO Working Hunter

Robert Kenny

Lurgan Green



6th Primary Performance Hunter









4th Primary Showjumping









3rd Primary Showing S.2

Jane Richardson
Zanadoo



2nd Intermediate Performance Hunter

Sarah Hennessy
Jacks the Lad



5th Intermediate Performance Hunter

Joanne Corrigan
Duke’s Alfie



4th Primary Showing S.2









1st Primary Riding Club Horse

Fintan Sullivan
Burn Girl



6th Intermeidate Working Hunter

Castle Leslie
Sharon McKeever 
Cosmic Rolo



6th Adv.Primary Dressage S.2









2nd Adv.Primary Performance Hunter









1st Adv.Primary Prix Caprilli









2nd Advanced Primary Showjumping

5th Advanced Primary Teams

9th Advanced Primary Teams

Barbara Johns

Woody Allen



5th Adv.Intermediate Power & Speed

David Breakey
What’s it all about Alfie

1st Veteran Rider SJ

Helen Turnbull
Hello T Jay



4th Mediumweight Hunter









4th Advanced Open Dressage

Evanne McKenna
Bella Rossi



6th Veteran Rider Dressage

Jim Brown

Jack and Jones



3rd Intermeidate Power & Speed

Paul Hughes

Cavalier Bobby Jo


6th Intermeidate Power & Speed

2nd Team SJ Challenge – Sara Davis, Samantha Johns, Barbara Johns, Anne Bowe

3rd Intermediate Teams – Hillary Breakey, Jeremy Herron, Karen Shipley, Paul Hughes

5th Inermediate Teams – David Breakey, Enda McKenna, Jim Brown, Louise Flynn

Castle Hill

Dayna Curtis 

Ambassador Jones


1st Adv.Primary Dressage S.3









1st Adv.Primary Championship









4th Advanced Primary Prix Caprilli









2nd Advanced Primary R.C. Horse

Tracey McKeown
Glenabbey Cotton Sox

4th Adv.Primary Dressage S.4









6th Introudction to Showing

4th Advanced Primary Teams 

Gill Meegan

Baby Balladeer


10th Adv. Intermediate SJ









3rd Small Hunter S.2









2nd Adv.Inter take your own line

Jeanine Curtis

Rockabill Boy



8th Adv.Intermediate Power & Speed









4th Intermediate Prix Caprilli

Sheena Kinsella
Matchmaker



4th Lightweight Cobs









4th Small Coloured Horse 









5th Adv.Primary Performance Hunter

Mary Duff

Cullen Mor Class


1st Adv.Primary Performance Hunter

Jean Callaghan
Alright Jack



2nd Fancy Dress Pairs









6th Primary Showing S.2

Lindsey Brady

Amber Equinox


2nd Fancy Dress Pairs

Kevin Callan

Meeng Rule



10th Advanced Primary Showjumping









4th Introduction to Showing

Marie-Claire Bellew
Mossy Green



6th Ex-Racehorse Performance

Louise Duffy

Assessed



3rd AI/O/AO Working Hunter

Cavallo

Declan Gaffney
Killossery Andrex


3rd Adv.Primary Dressage S.3

Cheval

Claudine Kerr

Miss Tequila



3rd Novice/Expert Dressage Pairs









4th Advanced Intermeidate Dressage

Laura Carrick

My Foxy Lass



1st Adv.Intermeidate Power & Speed









4th Adv.Inter Take your own Line

Karen Gibney

Special Edition


5th Small Riding horse









2nd Arab Showing

Geraldine Farrell
Lisnabrogue



3rd Primary Performance Hunter









6th Primary Showjumping









2nd Primary Showing S.2 & 3rd Champ

Elaine Carroll

Carroll’s Papa Smurf


5th Introduction to Showing

Sandra Collins

Ballymanus Sparrow


5th Connemara Performance Hunter

Copperfield

Louise Kavanagh
Prospectus Blue Boy


5th Heavyweight Hunter

Susan Fenlon

Monty Santa Cruz


2nd Heavyweight Cob

Rachel Wade

Dark Knight



2nd Introduction to Showing

Dundalk

Catherine McBride
Hilltop Festy



10th Connemara Performance Hutner

Milestone Lodge

Orlaith Frawley
Father Dougal



3rd Intermediate Dressage S.1









10th Intermediate SJ









4th Intermediate Performance Hunter









5th Intermediate Working Hunter

Martin King

Portia of Canada


1st 4/5 yo Working Hunter

4th Musical Ride

Kilronan

Claire Sherwin
Feidhlim



4th Intermediate Dressage S.1










2nd Maxi Cob & Reserve Champ.









3rd Intermediate Working Hunter

Louise Somers

 Blue Peter’s Pride


2nd Veteran Horse Showing









3rd Irish Draught Performance

Sabrina Bermingham
Rasai




6th Primary Showing S.1

Deirdre Lawler
Micky’s Charm


2nd Primary Riding Club Horse

Killossery

Olivia Foley

Tilladavins Curious George

5th Intermediate Dressage S.1


1st Musical Ride

Orla Cassidy

Versace  Biscuit


3rd Advanced Open Power & Speed









5th AI/O/AO Working Hunter

Yvonne Hughes
Little Hawk



3rd Veteran Rider SJ

Liz Keegan

Summer Tricks


3rd Lightweight Hunter









4th 4/5 YO Working Hunter

Louise Baker

Malahow Scout


6th Mediumweight Hunter









5th Large Riding Horse

Jessica Harley

Whitetree Master


2nd Primary Performance Hunter









1st Primary Showjumping

Brian Cassidy

Whitetree Legend


1st Adv. Inter Take your own Line

Slane & Balrath

Sian Webb

Celtic Warrior



1st Arab Showing

