National Showjumping Championships
A good representative of members from the region made the trip to Mullingar Equestrian Centre last Sunday for the AIRC National Showjumping Championships.

For the second year in a row this event was a washout with Autumn rain rather than July sunshine.  This did not defer from everyone’s effort to jump their best and there was a real sense of unity amongst our region – everyone supporting one another and encouraging each other to do their best. In the showjumping classes each grade had a qualifier in the morning and a championship class in the afternoon.  There was also a spectacular derby arena for the Intermediate – Advanced Open grades , unfortunately the derby arena planned for the lower grades -Adv.Primary & Primary riders was not used due to the weather  so this class took place over a showjumping track in one of the sand arenas. 

Primary Qualifier & Championship

In the Primary classes Killossery’s Tommy Dunne made his riding club debut in style by winning the Primary Qualifier and was second in the Championship class – not a bad result for his first riding club show. Tommy who is Lisa Kennedy’s other half was riding Saltway Nell otherwise known as Nellie, Lisa who although is supporting a pair of crutches was seen busy being groom, coach and advisor to Tommy and Sharon Ferrari who also rode Nellie in the  Advanced Primary classes.  Looks like Lisa might not get Nellie back when she is back in the saddle in a few weeks time.  Broadmeadows Riikka Soininen was placed 5th in the Primary Qualifier and also placed 6th  in the Primary Mini-Derby on fellow’s Broadmeadows member Suzanne Knight’s trusty stead Jameson Joker.

Advanced Primary Qualifier & Championship & Derby
There was a large contingent of regional members in this class and it was Boyneside’s Sarah Richardson & Red Square 8, Castle Hill’s Mary Duff and Cullen Mor Class and Killossery’s Sharon Ferrari and Saltway Nell that secured clears to make it through to the Championship class. Yvonne Hughes, Michelle Lynch,Tracey McKeown & Rachel Reid also represented the region in this classes unfortunately picking up the dreaded 4 faults each with a pole hitting the ground for each of them.

 In the championship class Mary Duff ended up being closest to the optimum time of 49sec in a time of 47.35 and finished a very deserving 1st adding yet another trophy to her collection have won the Advanced Primary Performance Hunter at the Festival. 

Advanced Primary Derby

The classes ran quite late into the afternoon therefore there was a delay in starting the Derby which took place  in one of the sand arenas and unfortunately was more of a show-jumping course than a derby track due to the weather conditions, but this did not stop this class being of  hot competition. Castle Hill’s Tracey McKeown finished 3rd on Glenabbey Cotton Sox having jumped a clear round and very close to the optimum time. Rachel Reid & Yvonne Hughes also competed in this class and unfortunately their fence down syndrome followed them into the afternoon with a fence hitting the ground for each of the picking up 4 faults. 
Intermeidate

Clears were few and fare between in the intermediate class and unfortunately we had no regional placing’s in the qualifier or championship classes but had a great turnout of riders for this class who put on a sterling effort to pick up a  ribbon such as Louise Lynn, Jessica Harley and Emma Flood.
Advanced Intermeidate Qualifier & Championship

Slane & Balrath’s Ken Woods & Cheval’s Laura Carrick made it through the qualifying round into the Championship with Laura & My Foxy Lass picking up a 4th place. In the championship Laura finished once again finishing a very deserving 4th.  Laura is currently lying 2nd in the Master Series League with only a few more legs of the league left.
Open Qualifier & Championship

Killossery’s Yvonne Layng was 2nd in the Open Qualifier with Winston finishing clear in a time of 55.40 , unfortunately she was not placed in the afternoon’s championship class. Yvonne is currently lying 4th in the Master Series league with her other mount Renoir NW.
Intermeidate, Advanced Intermediate & Open Derbys

The derby track which took place in the front field was amazing and really tested both horse and rider and  provided very interesting viewing for all spectators.

The course was a mix of showjumping fences and derby style banks, drops and coffins, clear rounds were few and fare between.  An rainbow style off-set treble rode very well at fence 3 and it was 4 four and 5 - a related distance with black water-trays that saw a number of poles hitting the ground, also the post and rail after the derby bank saw some knocks and the double of railway gates the same.  Fence 15 was an option of a showjumping water with a back rail or a cart, the cart option did not give a direct line to the very flimsy gate at 17, so it was up to the rider to chose which they wanted to risk to keep that pole up!

In the Advanced Intermeidate class Karin O’Hare from Boyneside riding Skylark was one of only four clears to make it into the jump-off, Karin finished a very respective 3rd in this class have just hit the back pole of fence one, even in the jump off there was some trouble for those that had previously gone clear, this was Karin’s first time ever riding in a jump-off so an amazing result for both horse and rider.
 A massive congrats to all competitors, next big National outing is the Master Series Final in August also being held in Mullingar.
Regional Results from National Showjumping Championships

Open Qualifier
2nd Yvonne Layng – Winston – Killossery

Advanced Intermediate Qualifier
4th Laura Carrick – My Foxy Lass – Cheval

Advanced Intermeidate Championship

4th Laura Carrick – My Foxy Lass – Cheval

Advanced Primary Championship

1st Mary Duff – Cullen Mor Class – Castle Hill

Primary Qualifier
1st Thomas Dunne- Saltway Nell – Killossery

5th Riikka Soininen – Jameson Joker – Broadmeadow

Primary Championship

2nd Thomas Dunne – Saltway Nell – Killossery

Advanced Intermeidate Derby

3rd Karin O’Hare – Skylark – Boyneside

Advanced Primary ‘mini- derby’ 

3rd Tracey McKeown – Glenabbey Cotton Sox – Castle Hill

Primary Mini Derby

6th Riikka Soininen – Jameson Joker - Broadmeadow
